A Tribute to Roger K. Louden, born August 19, 1933; died December 21, 1968; age 34 


Roger K. Louden was my mom's younger brother, in a farm family of eight children, and during the 
Korean War he served in the first US Army unit there to be racially integrated - following Truman's 
"Executive Order 9981: Desegregation of the Armed Forces," as signed in 1948. 


Roger, then a Private First Class, soon made fast friends with his platoon leader, an Afro-American 
Sergeant named James "Jimmie" Diamond. Fast forward to 1988: 


In December of that year, James Diamond, by then retired from the Army at the rank of First Sergeant, 
made a visit to LaHarpe, Illinois, in hopes of delivering to the Louden family a VHS tape containing a 
video he had put together in tribute to Roger. Evincing trim, erect military bearing, Diamond walked 
briskly into a small cafe in this lily-white community in a lily-white area of the Midwest, and stated in 
a strong, commanding voice that only a seasoned Army drill sergeant could muster: "I am First 
Sergeant James Diamond, I served in Korea with Roger Louden, and I would like to make contact with 
Roger's surviving family." (Both Roger's mother and father were long since deceased by this time.) 


The stunned, wide-eyed old farmers in the cafe soon regained their composures, welcomed Diamond 
to LaHarpe, and ultimately directed him to the local funeral parlor. On the way there he took a few 
still photographs of the town - including Roger's gravestone at the cemetery. 


He was soon steered to the home of one of Roger's older brothers, Bob, of Stronghurst, Illinois, where 
Diamond left the video in the care of Bob's wife Joyce - since at that moment Bob himself was 
indisposed at a dental appointment, across the nearby Mississippi River in Burlington, Iowa. 


Diamond, who lived in Louisiana at the time, left his contact information with Joyce, including 
mailing address and telephone number, and thought he might hear back from them within a week or 
two. Inexplicably, however, nearly two full decades passed with no such contact having occurred. 


Then, in July of 2008, on the 50th anniversary of the Truman Desegregation Order, USA TODAY 
published the following photo - which everyone in the extended Louden clan believes to include 
Roger, second from left: 





When Roger's only child, Debra (Debbie), then living in California and approaching age 54*, saw the 
photo, it prompted her to discuss it by telephone with Bob - at which point he said something to the 
effect: "Oh, by the way, that reminds me - Joyce said there was this black guy who stopped by here 
about 20 years ago, said he had known Roger in Korea, and left a video tape" - which apparently had 
been summarily tossed into a drawer somewhere, and then may never have been viewed by Bob *or* 
Joyce. 


"What??" asked Debra incredulously. "Do you still have it?" 

"Yeah," answered Bob. 

"Is there any contact information with it?" 

"Yes there is," replied Bob. 

When Debra immediately - albeit by then quite belatedly - made contact with James Diamond, he said 
that before he sent her a copy of the video, he would incorporate within it some of the still photos he 
had taken in LaHarpe, during his visit there in 1988, and then transfer the whole thing to DVD. Thus 


the source of the YouTube entry at the following link. 


* Debra was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in November of 2013, and died on March 16th, 2014, at 
age 59. 


Here follow the details of, and a YouTube link to, the video put together by Diamond, in tribute to 
Roger: 


TWO FRIENDS, ONE WAR AND A PROMISE - The Story of Roger Louden, by James Diamond 


1. Korea 
2. Going Home 
3. The Letter 


The story of two Korean War buddies, in the first racially integrated US Army unit in Korea; one of 


the buddies African-American, the other Caucasian; whose friendship transcended background, 
education and race. (Video uploaded with permission of James Diamond.) 


http://youtu.be/RO3T_eJGPr0 This file: https://archive.org/details/tribute-to-roger-louden 
See also: http://Aissuu.com/markt_alb/docs/mu-2_crash 


An interesting and perhaps sobering aside: The YouTube Web-based video upload user interface 
includes the following tabs or menu items: 


Info and Settings - Enhancements - Audio - Annotations - Subtitles and CC 


As stated in James Diamond's narration to this video, most of the background songs are contemporary 
with the time period depicted, and in any event their presence adds immeasurably to the overall impact 
of the work. However, within no more than an hour after this video was uploaded to YouTube, the 
"Audio" menu (above) contained (and still contains) the following information: 


"Your video has copyrighted audio that may affect its availability. You may be able to fix this by 
removing a copyright-claimed song...." 


"Ads may appear on your video due to the presence of [these songs]. Removing [these songs] may 
remove ads from your video, and may allow you to monetize the video if eligible." 


The following song titles and artists are listed: 

Wheel Of Fortune - Kay Starr 

You Belong To Me - Jo Stafford 

That's What Friends Are For - Dionne Warwick 

Goodbye My Friend - Linda Ronstadt featuring Aaron Neville 
Kiss of Fire - Georgia Gibbs 


By all appearances, some kind of YouTube voice- and/or melody-recognition software had 
automatically parsed the entire 20.5 minutes of this audio track, and then not only matched each 
melody and title to some kind of massive master database; but also recognized - out of sometimes 
dozens or more covers of any particular title - the specific artist(s) performing it. 


Considering how similar technology is no doubt being used at this very moment by the NSA, to parse 
our telephone conversations and recognize our voices, the implications are staggering. 


James A. Diamond 
Distinguished Service Cross 


Awarded for actions during the Vietnam War 

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918 
(amended by act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in presenting the Distinguished Service 
Cross to First Sergeant James A. Diamond (ASN: RA-16297699), United States Army, for 
extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an 
armed hostile force.... 

[Diamond was also awarded the Purple Heart during his Viet Nam service. - Ed.] 


See: https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/4815 


Short field capabilities. The Mooney MU-2 is 
able to operate from shorter fields for several 
reasons. Electrically operated, full-span fowler 
type flaps move back and down — just like flaps 
on jet airliners — to provide tremendous lift capa 
bilities for take-off and landing. The great effec 
tiveness of these flaps shortens the take-off and 
landing roll and greatly reduces the MU-2’s stall 
speed. Utilization of this full-span flap design is 
made possible by using the jet-age design of 
spoilers on top of the wings, instead of ailerons, 
for lateral control. Another reason for the MU-2’s 
short field capability is its high power-to-weight 
ratio. Each horsepower pulls less than 7.5 pounds 
of air-frame weight. The MU-2 can accelerate to 
take-off speed in a very short distance — less 
than 1300 feet. Reversible propellers provide an 
extra margin of safety on shorter fields because 
of their tremendous braking action, even on slip 
pery or icy runways. 





Complete pilot training. The new MU-2 pilot 
will be thoroughly flight-trained by Mooney pilot 
instructors. The program includes aircraft orienta 
tion and engine operation and maintenance. The 
corporate pilot will be given’ the opportunity 
for flight proficiency training at no cost to the 
MU-2 purchaser. 





Arrange for a demonstration flight in the MU-2 


now. We'll be glad to arrange a flight aboard the 
Mooney MU-2 for your company’s executives and 
pilots at your convenience. For more details about 
the magnificent Mooney MU-2 . . . see your near 
est MU-2 sales representative or write: Mooney 
Aircraft, Inc., San Angelo, Texas. 


This is the actual plane | fly. It was a com- 
pany demonstrator before. It has $80,000 
worth of electronics in it, including radar. 


- Roger K. Louden, pilot of N38550X, 1968 
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in corporate aircraft. 


The Mooney MU-2 is an exceptional airplane, 

designed from the beginning for turbine power. One 
flight will demonstrate the unique design, utility 
and comfort to be found only in the Moorley MU-2. 
This folder will introduce you to many of the 


innovations in this remarkable corporate aircraft. 


THE MOONEY MU-2 is an “on purpose’’ turbo 


prop. It was conceived, designed and built as an 
executive turboprop, to provide luxury, comfort, 
speed and airport utility. It was not converted 
from a design for a piston engine airplane. 


Elegant interiors aboard the MU-2 leave nothing 
to be desired for comfort, convenience and luxury. 
Deep, rich carpeting is used throughout the cabin 
area. Tastefully selected furnishings include deep 
cushion passenger lounge chairs, optional swivel 
chairs and a divan which seats three. Seating ar 
rangements are flexible to meet your individual 
requirements. Custom options available include 
built-in bar, hot and cold thermos set and lavatory. 
Effective cabin soundproofing, including large, 
panoramic double windows, insures a_ whisper 
quiet ride. Reading lights and air conditioning out 
lets are installed at each passenger station. 


The MU-2's air conditioning and _ pressurization 
system is designed and built by AiResearch, the 
company which supplies pressurization and _= air 
conditioning equipment to most of the commercial 
airlines. The air conditioning unit utilizes the 
“natural assets’? of the MU-2’s jet-type engines — 
taking some of the air compressed by the engine 
and then cools this air for cabin use. The system 
is simple with very few moving parts — it is 
highly effective. 





Pressurization of the Mooney MU-2 lets you fly 
in the comfort of an 8,000 foot cabin altitude, 
although the plane is cruising at 20,000 feet. You 
will notice an absence of the fatigue usually 
induced at higher altitudes — a further assurance 
of your comfort and an added important safety 
factor for the corporate pilot. 

When the MU-2 climbs to cruising altitude, the 
pressurization and air conditioning system auto 
matically programs the cabin rate of climb and 
temperature so that the change of altitude in the 
cabin is very small and the temperature remains 
the same. Even though the aircraft may be climb 
ing as much as 2,000 feet per minute, the cabin 
rate of climb can be set at a comfortable 500 feet 
per minute. Another important feature of the 
Mooney MU-2 is its two pressurized baggage 
compartments, with the forward cabin area easily 
accessible during flight. Even at high altitudes, 
you needn’t worry about aerosol containers or 
bottles bursting. Around the “living room” atmos 
phere of the cabin, our engineers have designed a 
rugged cabin structure — the strongest in its cate 
gory— to provide a “safety capsule” for you and 
your guests. Two heavy keels support the cabin 
floor from the nose gear to the aft side of the 
main landing gear. Heavy circular bulkheads sur 
round the cabin and transmit structural loads to 
the keels. The airframe is built and tested to last 
more than 25 years, flying at 100 hours per month. 





Major systems master panel. An _airline-type 
master caution panel is standard equipment on the 
Mooney MU-2. This unit shows go/no-go on a 
checklist of all major systems ... an invaluable 
aid to the corporate pilot. 


An added safety feature on the MU-2 is an auto 
matic fuel monitoring system. Fuel flow to the 
engines is automatically controlled without the 
need for fuel management and tank _ switching. 
When fuel level reaches a 20-minute reserve limit, 

































High wing design. The Mooney MU-2 has a high 
wing design to give plenty of propeller clearance 
and to allow the cabin door to be placed low 
enough to provide you with an easy step into the 
luxurious interior. The wing-mounted engines 


Tested and proven. The Mooney MU-?2 is the 
most thoroughly tested turboprop in its category 
because tests like these came first: 35,000 wing 
fatigue cycles, 75,000 pressurized cabin fatigue 
cycles, 30,000 master brake cylinder cycles, 10,000 
landing gear cycles with air load, 200,000 spoiler 
cycles with air load, 16,000 wing flap cycles with 
air load and 40,000 cabin door lock cycles. In 
addition, the Mooney MU-2 is licensed to fly into 
known icing conditions and can cruise up _ to 
285 mph indicated airspeed. 

Thanks to its jet-age aerodynamic design, the 
MU-2 cruises, at 300 mph “true airspeed” at alti 
tudes that place it high above almost any kind of 
weather. Here, in the clear, calm air, the MU-2 
streaks across the sky .. . safely, smoothly, away 
from the weather and away from the crowd. 


Two AiResearch prop-jet engines power the 
MU-2. They were chosen because of their sim 
ilarity to the reliable airline jet engines and _ their 
605 horsepower’ capability. Hartzell propellers 
with reverse thrust are coupled to the jet engines 
to provide the power features necessary for oper 
ations in and out of airports that pure jets can’t 
use. The engine inlets are de-iced completely and 
effectively by bleed air . . . up front, where it 
counts most. And no engine screen is _ required 
due to the rugged design of the titanium centrif 
ugal impellers ... so strong that foreign object 
damage is virtually eliminated. 


The landing gear of the MU-2 is built to give 
smooth ground operation. It is electrically re 
tracted and its structure is designed to take the 
loads imposed by rough field operation. It is 
equipped with a double steerable nose gear. 


A fire detector system is standard. Windshields the master caution panel fuel indicator automatic are easily accessible for inspection and mainte fiiis |S A F-fef FIEKTER 
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Japanese Co. that builds the airframe (Mitsubishi) te rt eins 
also builds the F-104 and it is put together like a tank. i 
- Roger K. Louden, pilot of N3550X, 1968 
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[Photo Caption, Front Page]: 


Five persons died in this burned out, twisted mass that was once a twin-engine turboprop. The aircraft, 
carrying the J. C. Vaughn family of Joplin, and the pilot, crashed on the Roy Brown farm, south of Pleasant 
Hope Saturday morning. BOLIVAR HERALD-FREE PRESS PHOTO 


[Photo Caption, Page 3]: 


Five die ... 


Only part of the tail assembly is left intact as this twin engine plane crashed almost nose-first into the ground 
and exploded. Most of the plane, including the engines and cockpit, are buried. 
BOLIVAR HERALD-FREE PRESS PHOTO 


Airplane crashes, burns 


Five perish in fiery crash 
south of Pleasant Hope 


A family of four from Joplin, and their pilot were killed in a plane crash Saturday morning 
about five miles south of Pleasant Hope near the junction of H and Greene County CC. 


The victims were identified by the highway patrol as J. C. Vaughn, 38 years old; his wife, 
Martha, who was in her 30s; their son, Timmy, 6; and their daughter, Nancy[,] 5 [7]. 


The pilot was identified as Gary [sic] Louden, 34, of Carthage. 


Vaughn was president of the Midwestern Land Investment Corporation in Joplin. He also 
was president and chairman of the board of the Richmond Life Insurance Company. 


Their plane, a twin-engine turboprop, crashed into a small hill and burned in a cow pasture. 


Vaughn and his family left Joplin Friday morning. They were heading for a vacation in 
Miami, Fla. 


Vaughn moved to Joplin from Fort Scott, Kans. four years ago. 


Two Green [sic] County rural fire units were at the crash scene but the heat of the flames 
prevented attempts to get into the cabin of the craft. 


The plane came down on a farm owned by Roy Brown. 


About 300-feet from the crash scene Jerry Cossins was hauling gravel from a creek bed. He 
said his son Terry, 10, shouted from the cab of the truck, Daddy, the plane is going to crash. 


Cossins said he looked up just as the plane hit and on impact there was a huge ball of flame. 


A nephew of Cossins, Mike Schmeetz, 18, of Brighton, Mo., had been helping load the gravel 
and he ran to the plane but the flames drove him back. He said he heard nothing from inside 
the wreckage. 


Keith Goman, a farmer living across the road from the pasture, said he heard the plane’s 
engines sputtering and saw it come out of the clouds and crash at a steep angle. 


Vaughn was born near Humansville. The family later moved to New York state. 


Five sisters survive Mr. Vaughn. They are Mrs. Janet Baxley, of Hollywood, Calif., Mrs. 
Edith Steelman of Ajo, Ariz., Mrs. Dorothy Koehler of Collins, Mrs. 
Velma Campbell of Stockton and Mrs. Wilma Ferguson of Topeka. 


In recent years he acquired about 1,200 acres in the Prescott, Kans. area and later purchased 
the Prescott State Bank. He purchased and later sold the 8—story Conner Hotel in Joplin and 
maintained two planes in the Joplin—Carthage area. 


An autopsy on the body of Roger Keith Louden, was scheduled for 7 a.m. Monday at Burge— 
Protestant Hospital. 


Meanwhile, the remains of the four others who died in the crash were sent to Joplin Sunday. 
Alan Crawford, investigator for the National Transportation Board, who is seeking to 
determine the cause of the accident, spent the day Sunday gathering facts, but said a complete 
determination may be 30 days or more away. He was to have left Sunday night for Kansas 
City. 


Greene County Coroner Ralph H. Thieme announced there will be no inquest. 


Memorial services for Mr. Louden, the pilot, were conducted by the Rev. E. A. Neimeyer at 
11 o’clock Monday morning in the Knell—Mortuary [sic] at Carthage. 


Final services and burial were Tuesday in LaHarpe, III. 


The Vaughn services were conducted by E. Kriefall at 1:30 p.m. in the Mason Chapel at 
Joplin. Burial will be in the Ozark Memorial Park. 


Crawford said his agency will want to know what the autopsy shows. It will want to know 
more about communications (Some conversations are recorded), and it will want to know more 
about the weather. Though there are weather records for the time of the crash, Crawford 1s 
not sure they reflect the exact weather through which Louden was flying. 


The aircraft itself is being thoroughly examined. 














Sat., Dec. 21, 1968 
SPRINGFIELD (Mo.) LEADER-—PRESS 
Page 10 


5 Feared Dead as Prop—Jet Falls, Burns 
Wealthy Joplin Man, Family Believed Lost Near Pleasant Hope 


Five persons were believed to have died when their private prop-—jet airplane plummeted into a 
soggy farm pasture and burst into flames a dozen miles north of Springfield at 10 a.m. today. 


Greene County sheriff’s deputies confirmed that at least two bodies were spotted amid the 
charred and twisted wreckage, but Greene County Coroner Ralph Thieme said preliminary 
investigation indicated there were five persons aboard the craft. 


Thieme tentatively identified the victims as J. C. Vaughn, Vaughn’s wife and their two 
children, and pilot Roger Lowden [sic], all of Joplin [sic]. 


The twin-engine, white and orange craft [N3550X] apparently slammed nose—down into the 
field on the farm of Roy Brown on Greene County CC near the Greene—Polk county line. 


The intense heat of the wreckage hampered immediate exploration after fire units from 
Nichols Junction and Fair Grove extinguished the flames. 


Initial information on the 37—year—old Vaughn indicate he moved to Joplin from Fort Scott, 
Kan., about two years ago. He once told a reporter he moved there because he needed 
instrument landing facilities for his Mooney [Mitsubishi] MU-—2[B] turbo—prop. 


He reportedly held extensive farming interests, at least in Bourbon County, Kan., and was 
head of a West Coast Manufacturing firm. 


“K K K 


Several months ago he purchased the Connor Hotel in Joplin, reportedly spent large sums 
remodeling the building, then sold it recently to a Tulsa, Okla., insurance firm. 


Joplin newsmen described Vaughn as “almost impossible to talk to.” The only picture 
immediately available was an “accidental” group shot, from which his picture could be lifted. 


“He was friendly enough,” said one reporter, “but we just couldn’t get him pinned down. It 
took a reporter three weeks hounding him just to get a little basic story after he moved here.” 


The man believed to be the pilot, Lowden [sic], reportedly is a native of Carthage [sic] and 
was a former flight instructor at the airport there. 


ok K ok 


There were several persons 1n the vicinity of the crash, including Jerry Cossins, 34, Pleasant 
Hope, and his son, Terry, 10, who were driving a dump truck full of gravel from a creek bed 
about 300 feet from the crash site. 


Cossins said his son looked out the truck window and shouted, “Daddy, the plane’s going to 
crash!” Cossins said he looked to see the field erupt into a towering column of fire and 
smoke. 


Cossins’ 18—year—old nephew, Mike Schmeets, Brighton, was on the creek bank when he 
heard the plane make its last dive. He said he raced to the edge of the flames, but could hear 
no cries from inside the crumpled wreckage. 


Not quite a mile away, Keith Gomon, who 1s a private pilot himself, was standing in his back 
yard when he said he heard the plane’s engines “sputtering.”” He said he looked up to see the 
craft break through the clouds at an extremely steep angle and nose straight toward the 
ground. 


ok ok a 


Gomon’s father, Lyle, was in the field next to the crash scene with his truck which had 
become mired in the mud. He said he heard the plane coming down and then heard two 
explosions as it hit the ground. He estimated the column of flames and smoke rose some 150 
feet into the air. 


Meanwhile, the Rev. Ross L. Estes, pastor of the New Hope Baptist Church about one mile 
away, heard the plane “roaring in an unusual manner” and raced to the crash scene with farm 
owner Brown. Mr. Ross said the area was littered with small parts from the plane, but the 
heat drove them back. 


Brown reported he had been in the field with his 21—year—old son, Steve, about five minutes 
before the plane hit. Brown said they had placed some cattle feed in the exact spot where the 
craft burrowed in. 


Authorities at Joplin said the plane apparently had left there enroute to Tallahassee, Fla., 
within an hour before the crash. Reports were that the pilot had radioed the Joplin tower that 
they were experiencing icing on the wings, and that they were about to turn back. 


Apparently that was the last communication with the craft. 
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[Photo Caption, Front Page]: 
—News and Leader Staff Photo 


Five persons died in this plane wreckage that shows only the tail section as the remaining intact portion of the 
sleek turbo—prop craft that buried into rain—softened ground about 12 miles north of Springfield Saturday. The 
crash occurred on the Roy Brown farm near Pleasant Hope. Four members of a Joplin family and the Carthage 
pilot were killed. (Other pictures on page C4). 
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Air Crash Kills 5 in County 
Christmas Flight Ends in Tragedy 


A vigil — sad, lonely and cold — was kept by sheriff’s deputies in a field a dozen miles north 
of Springfield last night. 


Their charge: the torn, charred metal of an airplane; the unrecognizable remains of five persons. 
Today, FAA officials from Kansas City will work at the nearly impossible task of trying to 
determine what caused the crash of the plane at mid—morning Saturday, and the removing and 
identifying of the bodies of J. C. Vaughn, Joplin, his wife and two children, and the pilot, 
Roger Keith Louden, Carthage. 

It had started as a Christmas vacation in Florida... 

Around 10 a.m. Saturday, Vaughn, 38, his wife, Martha, 28, son Timmy, 6, daughter Nancy, 


4 [?], and Louden, 34, got into Vaughn’s Mooney MU-2 turbo prop plane at the Joplin Airport, 
and took off. 


iS s a 


They had filed a flight plan for Tallahassee, Fla. 

Some time after that, authorities at the Joplin airport reported they were in radio contact with 
Louden, and he reported they were experiencing icing trouble around Springfield, and were 
turning back to Joplin. 

Apparently, that was the last communication with the craft. 


About 10 a.m., Jerry Cossins, 34, Pleasant Hope, and his son, Terry, 10, were in a dump truck, 


See PLANE, Page A-4 


[Page A—4] 


Plane 
From Front Page 


driving to a creek bed on a farm about a quarter mile northwest of the junction of Greene 
County H—CC, north of Springfield about 12 miles. 
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Cossin’s 18—year—old nephew, Mike Schmeets, Brighton, was standing on the creek bank. 
Terry Cossins looked out the truck window and shouted, “Daddy, the plane’s going to crash!” 


Cossins looked— and saw the field about 300 yards distant erupt into a towering column of fire 
and smoke. 


Young Schmeets heard the plane make its last dive. He raced to the plane. The flames drove 
him back. He did not hear any cries for help from within the wreckage. 


Not quite a quarter mile away, Keith Goman, who 1s a private pilot, was standing in his back 
yard and had heard the plane’s engines sputting [sic]. He looked up to see the craft break 
through the overcast at a steep angle and nose straight toward the ground. 


iS aS iS 


Goman’s father, Lyle, was in the field next to the crash with his truck, which had become mired 
in the mud. He heard the plane coming down, too, and heard two explosions when the plane hit 
the ground. 


Meanwhile, the Rev. Ross L. Estes, pastor of the New Hope Baptist Church, about a mile 
away, had heard the plane “roaring in an unusual manner,” and raced to the crash scene with 
Roy Brown, owner of the farm where the plane crashed. They tried to reach the occupants of 
the plane. Heat drove them away. 


Brown marveled at his good fortune. Five minutes before the plane crashed, he and his son, 
Steve, 21, had placed some cattle feed on the exact spot where the plane burrowed in. 


State troopers, sheriff’s deputies and Greene County Coroner Ralph Thieme went to the scene. 
All they could do was to wait for the flames to stop and the wreckage to cool. Thieme obtained 
tentative identification from airport authorities at Joplin. 


a S aS 


Officials reported later they could see the remains of three persons in the plane; after exhaustive 
checking, it was determined that there had been five occupants. Officials believe two— 
probably the children— were cremated in the fierce flames. 


S a S 


Vaughn was “something of a mystery man” around Joplin, where he and his family had moved 
in 1965. He apparently avoided publicity and the Joplin Globe reported “we have only one 
picture of him, and that cut out of a group picture he got caught in.” 


When Vaughn moved to Joplin, the Globe editors hoped to print a profile on him. “He was 
almost impossible to talk to,” recalled a reporter. “He was friendly and nice, but he just 
wouldn’t tell you anything about himself. It took a reporter three weeks hounding him just to 
get a little basic story after he moved here.” 


One thing that Vaughn did tell the reporter was that he needed to live near an airport where he 
could have [an] instrument landing. 


Although his business dealings apparently reached proportions his neighbors did not dream of, 
Vaughn was apparently born in humble enough circumstances— on a farm near Stockton. He 
later moved to New York state, then returned to Miami County, Kan., and worked for his 
father on a farm. 


8 a iS 


When Vaughn was 20, he started farming for himself, later branched out and acquired 1200 
acres near Prescott, Kan. From that venture he entered banking, purchasing the Prescott State 
Bank, and dealing in mining and oil stocks, life insurance and real estate. He was president of 
the Midwestern Land Investment Corporation in Joplin and chairman of the board of the 
Richmond Life Insurance Company. 


The Midwestern corporation recently purchased and renovated the Conner Hotel in Joplin and 
then sold it to a Tulsa life insurance company. 


Vaughn’s survivors include one brother, Ed, Nevada, and several sisters. His first wife and a 
child were killed several years ago in a traffic accident in Kansas. 


Mrs. Vaughn is survived by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. B. L. Hayes, Independence, Kan.; two 
sisters, Mrs. Marilyn Alexander, Joplin, and Mrs. Joyce Daily, Nevada; and one brother, Carl 
Hayes, Marshall, Tex. 


Louden, a native of La Harpe, IIl., was apparently a pilot for Richmond insurance Company. 
However, as recently as three months ago, he flew for the Carthage Airways. He moved to 
Carthage three years ago from California. 


Louden is survived by one daughter, Miss Debbie Louden; his mother, Mrs. Ruth Louden, La 
Harpe, Ill.; four sisters, Mrs. Eugene Ingram, Carthage, Miss Linda Louden, U.S. Air Force in 
Thailand, Mrs. Barbara Sutter, Burlington, Iowa, and Mrs. Elizabeth Moore, Santa Barbara, 
Calif.; three brothers, David, Denver, Robert, Oquawka, Il]., and Donald, Park Forest, Ill. 


Memorial services will be at 11 a.m. Monday in Knell Mortuary, Carthage, with final services 
and burial Tuesday in La Harpe, III. 
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Wreckage from accident occurring on Saturday, December 21, 1968 


* Ts - : Ss 
gs “3 &- y 








rr. 


rag" i ia a 
as 4 ¢ 
5 a al i an i 


i oe 


anal 


% 


_ 


ki 





| 


UE, 


*. 


Ts | 
‘I 


a 


ar 


L 


HN 


“Ee 


jj 


‘i 
- 


_- 
i 


* 


i. “— 





a 
Se ae -. 














.. MP Qari % 4 of : 
he os ae ony 
We 2 “ton ee Rs re 





* 





i 1 ’ f- be ; J j Ys a 
ail eeu # i 


MU-2 Propeller, foreground; in background, left to right: 
1. Accordion-crushed bottom pan of pilot seat; 2. broken- 
off main landing gear leg, with gear door attached. 


